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By SHAWN GILL
L
angara’s instructors are review-
ing Turnitin, an academic plagia-
rism detector, with a view to pos-
sibly adopting it next fall.
Turnitin, a California-based website, 
is increasingly popular with some edu-
cators as a tool to combat plagiarism in 
the Internet age. Students submit their 
work to the site where it’s compared to 
over 150 million student papers and 14 
billion web pages in the company’s 
database. 
The problem some instructors have 
with it is that students’ work goes into 
the hands of a private U.S.-based corpo-
ration that may have obligations to U.S. 
Homeland Security. Also, they say, the 
site could be breached by hackers. 
The college’s administration is leav-
ing it to instructors to decide if they 
want to introduce the $24,000-a-year US 
service. If they do, it will come up for 
budget review next year.
Garyen Chong, the department chair 
of Langara’s health sciences and the 
instructor responsible for introducing 
the idea of bringing Turnitin to the col-
lege, said “Students [will] have to be 
notified well in advance.” 
Classes that use Turnitin will proba-
bly be indicated on the course calendar, 
he said.
Chong also said that Langara stu-
dents would have the right to refuse to 
submit their work to Turnitin. He cited 
the example of Montreal’s McGill Uni-
versity where professors manually 
mark the work of students who refuse 
to submit their work to Turnitin. 
Wendie Nelson, department chair 
for history and political science, said 
most of her department favours using 
Turnitin because, “there seems to be 
more and more plagiarism and it is an 
immense drain on instructor’s time to 
try to ferret it out”
However, she too has privacy con-
cerns. 
Chong said: “If you’re doing a PhD, 
in a field like high technology or bio-
tech, where you are creating original 
work, there’s a paranoia that some-
thing that has monetary value may 
leak out.” 
Tess MacMillan, department chair 
for English, says her department is lin-
ing up against Turnitin partly because 
of concerns like that. 
However, both she and Chong agree 
that for Langara’s purposes those is-
sues would not be too problematic. 
“It’s not a huge concern at Langara, 
since we’re a two-year institution,” 
MacMillan said. “Courses like creative 
writing [that contain original student 
work] likely wouldn’t have their course 
work submitted to Turnitin.”
“We’re a junior college. Does this is-
sue matter?” said Chong, “I don’t think 
so, but some would say ‘Yes it does’, 
because it’s a rights issue.”
College staff debate the merits of Turnitin, a U.S. website that promises to fight cheating
By RumAN KANG 
the Langara Faculty Association is looking for higher wages and bet-ter benefits in the next round of 
contract negotiations with Langara 
College in March. 
The LFA signed an agreement with 
the college that increased the faculty 
professional development fund and 
implemented a one-week spring break 
last June. However this did not improve 
wages and benefits. The LFA contract 
expires March 31,2012.
“Vancouver is a very expensive place 
to live for those us who live and work in 
the Metro Vancouver area, it’s increas-
ingly so and yet we haven’t seen any 
pay rise in several years,” said Lynn 
Carter, president of the LFA.  “We are 
really looking at improvements in our 
wages and benefits in this next round.”
Last March the faculty association 
voted unanimously in favour of holding 
a strike vote and participated in job ac-
tion by withholding student grades.  
When negotiations begin in March 
the LFA does not plan on participating 
in job action but will take the steps nec-
essary to ensure that the needs of the 
association are met. 
“In the last few rounds the college 
has not been forthcoming in terms of 
any significant efforts to offer anything 
to settle our grievances,” Carter said. 
“So usually we need a strike vote to 
kind of leverage some energy and in-
terest on the other side in finding an 
agreement. It’s unfortunate but it’s 
true.”  
The LFA wants to reassure students 
that the upcoming negotiations will not 
affect their education.
“In the past whenever we have en-
gaged in job action it has never actually 
cost students anything. Students have 
never lost a semester here. We have a 
history of never hurting our students,” 
Carter said.  
Round-the-world cyclist 
Michael Schratter invites 
you to welcome him to 
Langara on Saturday 
Anti-plagiarism service gets the gears 
By mATT HYNDmAN
Vancouver schoolteacher Michael Schratter finishes an around-the-world cycling trip in support of 
mental health awareness on Nov. 12 
with a home-stretch ride that takes him 
past Langara College.
Schratter will start the day at the 
South Delta Recreation Centre at 8 a.m. 
with stops at the Richmond Oval at 10 
a.m. and Langara College at 11 a.m. The 
public are encouraged to join him on 
their bikes at any of the stops. 
The trip, dubbed Ride Don’t Hide, be-
gan 15 months and nearly 40,000 km 
ago and will conclude with a celebra-
tion at Rogers Arena at noon, featuring 
Vancouver Canucks general manager 
Mike Gillis and Canucks alumni. 
Schratter, who struggles with bipo-
lar disorder, set out on the trip trying 
to reduce the stigma attached to men-
tal illness that he has seen personally.
“It’s the ostracization of those who 
don’t understand it,” Schratter said. 
“It’s the loved ones telling you ‘Why 
don’t you just say you dropped out be-
cause your grandmother was sick?’ It’s 
like, wait a sec, is there a mark against 
my character? I found that really un-
just and unfair, fear was running the 
program.”
The journey was born out of another 
painful aspect of Schratter’s life. In 
1993, his father, who in years past had 
taken the family on bike trips through 
B.C. and Europe, died in a bicycle acci-
dent. Schratter dealt with his grief by 
cycling across Canada, and after hav-
ing a great time doing it, told himself 
he would one day cycle around the 
world. 
But it wasn’t until 1996 when Schrat-
ter had a manic episode while studying 
at UBC that he decided to put the two 
together. 
“I had this idea that if I was going to 
cycle around the world, I would do it to 
draw awareness and bat-
tle the stigma, the prejudice, that sur-
rounds mental illness.”
Schratter says the source of the stig-
ma is in the way we are hard-wired to 
label the behaviour of those around us. 
   “We fear what we don’t understand, 
and we hate what we fear.” 
He says the myriad slasher movies 
dating back to Psycho and T.V. shows 
like C.S.I. and Dexter reinforce that 
fear.
Schratter discovered on his trip that 
poorer cultures are actually better suit-
ed to dealing with mental illness. 
“You’ve got larger families living in 
houses, you’ve got that support, that 
love. No one looks after you better than 
your own genes.”
Teacher 
takes it 
one pedal 
at a time
“We fear 
what we 
don’t un-
derstand, 
and we 
hate what 
we fear.
mICHAEL 
SCHRATTER, 
cyclist and mental 
health advocate
Faculty set 
to bargain
TuRNITIN BOASTS 
THE FOLLOWING:
• 15 million student 
papers archived
• a database of more 
than 90,000 journals and 
articles
• More than a million 
instructors using it
• 14 billion web pages 
crawled
• Used in 126 countries
Source: Turnitin website
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Vancouver teacher Michael 
Schratter has spent the last 
15 months on his bike raising 
awareness of mental illness. 
He’ll be making a brief stop at 
Langara on Saturday at 11 a.m. 
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Langara grad causes civic election stir
By DANIEL PALMER
J
ason Lamarche, Vancouver city 
council NPA candidate and for-
mer Langara commerce student, 
is becoming the star of the elec-
tion campaign for all the wrong rea-
sons.
While studying at Langara in 2007 
and 2008, Lamarche published The 
Date Matrix, a controversial template 
that ranks women based on their dat-
ing potential, on his blog The Business 
Student.
Neither Lamarche nor NPA spokes-
man Michael Davis returned The 
Voice’s multiple requests for comment.
The Date Matrix, which has since 
been taken offline, “used an excel 
spreadsheet to rate potential dates on 
various attributes,” Lamarche wrote 
on his website in response to the media 
scrutiny.
“One of those criterion I asked my-
self was if the potential date was ‘good 
in bed/if don’t know guess.’ When I 
first wrote that blog post I really didn’t 
think anyone would find it offensive as 
it was meant to be a light-hearted, 
nerdy take on dating.”
But some did find it offensive, includ-
ing city councillor and Vision Vancou-
ver candidate Geoff Meggs. “I think 
Jason Lamarche’s so-called ‘Date Ma-
trix’ ranking women by sexual prefer-
ence and looks would be offensive to all 
women,” he told The Province.
NPA city council candidate Bill Mc-
Creery called Lamarche an articulate 
and capable candidate.
“I think his positions, with the pos-
sible exception of the website, have 
been thoughtful,” said McCreery, who 
refused further comment.
Langara school of management in-
structor, Danielle Michael, taught La-
marche in several classes and remem-
bers him as a keen student.
“He always sat in the front. He’s a 
very likeable person,” said Michael. 
“He told me he was interested in poli-
tics when he was at Langara.”
Michael was unaware of Lamarche’s 
blog or the Date Matrix, but said, “If 
somebody were to do that as part of my 
class, I would not recommend it.”
Lamarche received further scrutiny 
last week after The Vancouver Sun re-
ported that someone had been posting 
offensive definitions on urbandiction-
ary.com under his username, Down-
townJ. Lamarche denied any knowl-
edge of the posts and claimed his 
neighbour had admitted to using the 
profile to post offensive terms such as 
“kneegina” and 
“dickcheck.”
“I am offended 
by this, I am upset 
by it and I am sor-
ry for any damag-
es caused to my 
friends and to the 
campaign, but it is 
not something I 
could have predict-
ed or avoided,” La-
marche told The 
Vancouver Sun. 
“I am very sad to see this smear cam-
paign unfolding right now, which is dis-
tracting voters from the real messages 
of homelessness, affordability and 
community planning.
	 Lamarche was 
a sponsored 
skateboarder in the 
1990’s and helped 
secure funding 
for the Expo Blvd 
skatepark
	 He is the youngest 
NPA candidate
	 He worked on 
Vision Vancouver 
school board  
candidate Sarah 
Blythe’s campaign 
before joining the 
NPA
Source: Lamarche’s website
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Minimum wage earners seeing more
By DEVON MACKENZIE
B.C.’s minimum wage workers got another boost this past week as the second of three minimum 
wage increases took effect on Nov. 1. 
The three-stage wage increase pro-
gram is part of Christy Clark’s families-
first agenda and applies to all minimum 
wage workers across B.C.
“Raising the minimum wage and 
eliminating the training wage is a fair 
and reasonable step forward in putting 
families first and building our econo-
my,” said Premier Clark in a media 
statement this past March.
 The first increase saw wages go 
from $8 an hour up to $8.75 as well as 
the abolishment of the training wage, 
which was $6 for an employee’s first 500 
hours of work. 
As of last week, minimum wage 
workers will earn $9.50 and during the 
final stage of the increase, workers are 
set to receive $10.25.
Liquor servers wages, including res-
taurant employees who work in a li-
cenced venues, will only go up to $9 an 
hour by the final stage of the increase.
Although the wage increases are 
good news for some workers, it has left 
some of Langara’s experts wondering if 
as many minimum wage jobs will be as 
readily available.
“For workers it will be extra money, 
yes, but the wage increases during only 
a year’s time? That could discourage 
business owners from hiring new staff 
or even giving their current staff more 
hours,” said Mumsy Ullattikulam from 
the Langara School of Management. 
“Those who already work for just 
above minimum wage may see their 
hours cut because of the increase in 
other staff’s wages.”
Although Ullattikulam was quick to 
point out the possibility of businesses 
not hiring, she also acknowledged an-
other aspect of the increases.
“In reality, other provinces are pay-
ing much, much more…B.C. is one of 
the three lowest minimum wage prov-
inces in Canada, so I don’t really know 
why business owners are complaining 
so much.”
Small retail business owner, Muffet 
Billyard-Leake said that she will feel 
the wage increase in her staffing costs.
“Retail is already feeling a huge 
pinch from the market crash in 2008, so 
where I would normally hire someone 
part-time to cover gaps in scheduling 
or whatnot, now I will most likely just 
cover them myself,” she explained.
Students at Langara and minimum 
wage workers seem wary of the mini-
mum wage increases.
“Well, I mean who doesn’t like more 
money as an employee? But still, it’s 
not like you can live on that in Vancou-
ver, you’d become unhappy. And when 
you’re unhappy, you’re unproductive.” 
said business studies student, Daniel 
Kazmian.
Full-time student Kazmian also said 
the wage increases were no incentive 
for him to get a part-time job.
“I wouldn’t go out and get a part-
time job now just because it’s a higher 
wage, it’s still barely worth it.”
Full-time, near-minimum wage 
worker Marina Oldfield Lindsay said 
that she is happy about making more 
by the hour but is aware that ultimate-
ly it will be only have a slight effect on 
her monthly cheques.
“I did the math and I know I won’t 
actually be seeing a huge increase on 
my monthly gross, so I don’t think it 
will really be that noticeable of a differ-
ence over the year,” she said.
May 1, 2012 marks the final stage of 
the minimum wage increase schedule. 
As B.C.’s wages begins to rise, students debate whether the extra change will even make a difference
World peace
rally coming
to Langara
Event organizers hope 
students will begin
evaluating world issues
“I wouldn’t 
go out and 
get a part-
time job 
now just 
because it’s
a higher 
wage, it’s
still barely
worth it.
DANIEL KAZMIAN
Langara business 
studies student
NPA candidate Jason Lamarche is under fire for creating a blog to rate dates
DEVON MACKENZIE photo
Although wages are rising in B.C. students are still left with no more than a few nickels and dimes extra.
JAsoN LAMArchE
Vancouver NPA 
candidate
By LYNDA CHAPPLE
The World Peace Forum Society is holding its fourth annual teach-in at Langara on Nov. 12. The forum 
aims to bring together academics and 
activists to discuss the possibility of a 
transformed world.
“This year’s theme is somewhere 
over the rainbow - another world is pos-
sible but how do we get there?” said 
Gary Cristall, event organizer.
“Teach-ins look at various issues: 
from the aftermath of World War I to 
the economic crisis of the thirties and 
the situation of the fifties,” he said
It’s not a coincidence that the event is 
held on Remembrance Day weekend.
Cristall, and other organizers, “are 
extremely upset by the fact that this 
country, Canada, has been more and 
more involved in wars.”
“We don’t think it is good for Canada 
or to those on the receiving end of the 
military.” 
On Saturday, the forum will include 
four sessions, 12 workshops and host 20 
speakers including; Nadia Habib, a pro-
fessor at York University, and Peter 
Prontzos, a Langara political science 
instructor.
“Habib is very involved at monitor-
ing events in Cairo and will be address-
ing those issues,” Cristall said.
Prontzos will be speaking about the 
current economic state of Greece and 
how it relates to Canada and the rest of 
the world.
The event will be a lot smaller com-
pared to the first World Peace Forum in 
2006, which brought thousands of peo-
ple from around the world.
“I think we’d like the audience to 
come away fired with the holy spirit of 
transforming the world around them,” 
said Cristall.
The schedule of events and speakers 
for the teach-in can be found on the 
peace forum’s website, and $15 tickets 
can be reserved at info@worldpeacefo-
rum.bc.ca. Registration prior to the 
event is required. 
However, if you can’t make it to Sat-
urday’s forum, organizers have planned 
a screening of The Wizard of Oz on Fri-
day, Nov. 11 at The Wise Hall. A discus-
sion deconstructing the reality behind 
the film and its relation to the world of 
capitalism will follow.
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By ALEXANDRA GRANT
T
hree Langara students are dis-
covering the ways biochar could 
benefit our ecosystem.
“Is there a mechanism by 
which we can reverse the massive 
amounts of carbon dioxide that go into 
the atmosphere and that are altering 
the ecology?” said Langara chemistry 
instructor Kelly Sveinson, who is lead-
ing the experiment. “In principle, [bio-
char] can do it.”
Marcus Stein, Sarah Gurnham, and 
Hiromi Seguma are the three students 
on Sveinson’s research team. They all 
have environmental studies or chemis-
try educational backgrounds.
“I think that one of the really excit-
ing things is that...[biochar] is not su-
per well known yet,” said Stein, a sec-
ond year environmental studies 
student. “It’s kind of neat seeing poten-
tial changes...for systems that obvious-
ly aren’t working.”
Biochar is charcoal created by burn-
ing renewable, biological materials 
such as wood chips without the pres-
ence of oxygen. Bio-oil, a thick liquid, 
and syngas, a gas product, are also cre-
ated during this process. All three 
products are burnable fuel sources and 
capture carbon that would otherwise 
go into the atmosphere. This practice 
could eventually reduce the level of at-
mospheric greenhouse gases. 
“We take local biomass materials 
and transform them into biochar as a 
means of carbon sequestration, as a 
means of an alternative fuel source, 
[and] as a means of agricultural amend-
ment,” said Sveinson.
Biochar can be used agriculturally to 
increase soil fertility and minimize the 
loss of nutrients. Mark Johnson, a sus-
tainability management professor at 
the University of British Columbia, is 
leading a UBC-affiliated experiment ex-
amining this effect in B.C.’s forest soil. 
“As the BC timber industry contin-
ues to burn logging slash piles, we are 
investigating the possibility of making 
biochar on site rather than simply 
burning these piles,” Johnson added.
Sveinson assembled a biochar reac-
tor this fall outside the A-building of 
Langara. 
The reactor, which currently cap-
tures only bio-oil and biochar, is com-
prised of a metal cylinder with a sealed 
lid and branching tubes for gas emis-
sions and bio-oil collection. 
Students test  
alternative fuels 
from renewable 
green sources
Biochar, a new burnable fuel source, 
may reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and is good for your garden as well
ALEXANDRA GRANT photo
Langara chemistry instructor Kelly Sveinson inspects his biochar reactor outside the A-build-
ing. The reactor caputures bio-oil and biochar, two burnable and alternative fuel sources.
By JENNIFER FONG
Leaving the nest just got easier.Langara is holding a Finding Housing workshop on Nov.16 that 
covers everything new renters need to 
know.  
This one-hour workshop includes 
such topics as how to find a place, what 
to consider when choosing a location, 
questions to ask before making a deci-
sion, and what to do before making the 
move. 
"It focuses on where to look, how to 
look, and some of the safety precau-
tions they should take," said Teresa 
Brooks, organizer of the workshop. 
She hopes that the workshop will 
give students an idea of where to start 
and the confidence to do it safely and 
successfully.
“Scams are a big problem when it 
comes to renting," said Cathy Snyder 
Lowe, international student coordina-
tor. "It's important that students really 
understand their rights and responsi-
bilities so they can recognize when 
something just isn't right."
This workshop has been presented 
before and recieved rave reviews.
"[Students] say they had no idea 
where to begin and happily report this 
workshop really helped them with 
what can be an intimidating process," 
said Lowe.
Colin Doig, rental property manager 
for Advent said first time renters are 
“not prepared at all.”  
Common topics of confusion include 
damage deposit amounts, living plans 
and lease terms. “Any education [on 
the topic] would be beneficial,” said 
Doig.  
Though this workshop is aimed at 
international students, any student 
may attend. Sign up is at the Interna-
tional Education office until Nov.15.
By PATRICK JOHNSTON
Twenty-four Langara students used their business skills to compete for a $300 grand prize last weekend.
Nine teams competed on Friday in 
Langara’s first-ever case competition 
event and only four advanced to Satur-
day’s final round. 
Langara Competitions Club mem-
bers had four hours to solve a real-
world business scenario, prepare a 
15-minute presentation for a panel of 
judges and answer five minutes of 
questions.
The team of Alvin Kwong, Arthur 
Young and Rebeca Piña won based on 
the quality of their presentation and 
analysis. 
The trio credited their win to five fo-
cused days of preparation and their 
willingness to say what they felt about 
each others’ ideas.
“We spent time anticipating flaws in 
our presentation,” said Kwong. 
The judges were recruited from the 
local business community and Langara 
College faculty.
 Matt Millar of Union Jack Newspa-
pers allowed his newspaper’s online 
strategy to be used as a case study for 
the competition. 
He wasn’t just looking to help stu-
dents learn, he said. He was also look-
ing for real-world input.
“I came to hear 20 critical minds,” 
said Millar.
Stephane Guerraz, business compe-
titions instructor at the School of Man-
agement, said Langara business gradu-
ates find the skills they learn from case 
studies to be very useful in their pro-
fessional careers. 
The club was inspired by Guerraz’s 
course and uses some of his teachings. 
Club president Andy Chou was 
pleased with the event. He felt the 
club’s profile was improved and the 
competition gave students a chance to 
stand out before potential employers.
Brodie Wasserman competed in Fri-
day’s first round and said he would 
compete again.
“We get to practise quick, business-
time decision making,” said Wasser-
man said.
Langara Competition’s Club members poured over real 
world business scenarios for four hours last weekend 
thinking up the best solution to win $300 and experience
All questions about renting 
will be answered during 
Langara’s Finding Hous-
ing workshop next week
Workshop just for renters
JENNIFER FONG photo
Arts student Hailey Starnes stands 
by a house that’s available for rent.
Langara tested business 
students in its first-ever
Competition’s Club contest 
1	 How much is the 
rent?
2	 Is a security de-
posit needed? How 
much is it?
3	 What amenities are 
available?
4	 How long is the 
lease?
5	 What is the penalty 
for terminating the 
lease early?
6    Is there an ap-
plication fee? How 
much is it?
7  Can you sublet?
8  Do the people seem 
professional and 
knowledgable?
9    Are utilities 
included?
10 Who does the   
maintenance and 
are they reliable? 
Are they available 
all the time?
Source:www.degraeve.com
BEFORE
you rent
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College students hit the books in style
By ALEXANDRA GRANT
Canada’s notoriously harsh winters pose a challenging sarto-rial dilemma of warmth versus style for many Canadians. However, according to some of the country’s top fashion ex-
perts, with a touch of creativity and critical thinking anyone can 
stylishly adapt their wardrobe for the impending chill. 
Eva de Viveiros, the owner of Vancouver boutique Barefoot 
Contessa, said the key to maintaining effortless style during the 
winter is curbing impulse buys and purchasing winter-wear 
items wisely.
“I think it’s making that effort now when you’re shopping for 
your cold-weather gear...[take] that extra few minutes to look at 
what you have and just really edit it down,” she said. “We all see 
something cute in the store in a bright colour and you pick it up, 
but you don’t think of how it’s going to co-ordinate with the rest 
of your gear.”
De Viveiros added students should invest in several key ac-
cessories in the same colour scheme, which will make the set 
more wearable. She also suggested investing in an infinity scarf, 
a chunky knit scarf in a circular shape, one of this winter’s most 
coveted trends. 
“With the infinity scarf, now everyone looks like they know 
how to wear a scarf, which is great,” she said. 
Infinity scarves function well for both sexes, adding warmth 
where it is most needed without adding as much bulk as a tradi-
tional scarf.
According to The Globe and Mail’s fashion editor Tiyana Gru-
lovic, of all winter-wear investments none is as important as a 
coat. Several unique silhouettes emerged on the fall/winter 2011 
runway, including anoraks in luxe materials, maxi coats, and 
chunky faux furs.
“Coats are so important, especially in the winter when it’s re-
ally all that you see, [so] you want it to look good,” said Grulo-
vic. “The maxi coat is a trend we’ve seen a lot of...it’s something 
that’s still really sleek and interesting but offers that functional 
aspect in the plain fact that it’s long.”
Grulovic added there are many ways of winter-proofing piec-
es already in one’s closet, including footwear.
“If I love a pair of boots and I want to wear them outside...in 
the winter, I just take it to a shoe repair guy and get the rubber 
grip added on,” she said, adding that this simple fix is more cost-
effective than buying new footwear.
Vancouver fashion blogger Lily Nguyen of Bleed for Fashion 
said she turns her focus to creative layering during the colder 
months to achieve a style impact.
“In the winter, I might throw on a pair of stockings and then 
a pair of pants with some high heels, then you’d roll up the 
pants,” she said. “It’s really all about thinking outside the box.”
Jen Tam of Her Waise Choice, a local fashion and style blog, 
said she also focuses on layering, using thin pieces to achieve 
warmth without adding bulk.
“I wear a lot of thin sweaters together, getting cashmere 
sweaters and layering them and doubling up tights,” she said, 
adding that fabric is the most important factor when it comes to 
heat retention. “Get good quality fabrics that hold warmth.”
Tam said students with limited budgets can find cashmere 
sweaters priced as low as $40 at discount department stores 
such as Winners.
Looking stylish and staying warm 
can be achieved through creativity
Local fashion experts give students ideas
on how to keep cozy while staying true to 
your own personal style during the winter
ALEXANDRA GRANT photos
Left: Personal style blogger Lily Nguyen of Bleed for Fashion shows how keeping warm with winter-wear accessories can 
carry a strong style impact. Right: Local fashion blogger Jen Tam of Her Waise Choice demonstrates how layering thin 
materials such as cashmere sweaters effectively retains heat and style during the winter months.
By CARLY WIGNES
Hipster-inspired style abounds at Lan-gara, yet many members of the stu-dent body had difficulty reaching a 
clear, concise definition of what exactly 
constitutes a hipster.
Understandably so as according to 
New York Magazine, the term ‘hipster’ 
possesses multiple definitions.
Hipsters are a subculture that 
emerged in the 1990s from youth who re-
jected consumerism, the magazine said. 
It added that today, the contemporary 
hipster may be defined as someone who 
has “an obsessive interest in the conflict 
between knowingness and naiveté.”
First-year arts and sciences student 
Fiona Hamilton said the term “hipster” 
may carry negative connotations, but it’s 
a style as much as an attitude.
Preppy, punk, grungy and neon are 
the adjectives Hamilton used to catego-
rize the hipsters who frequent bars and 
coffee shops in Vancouver. 
Hamilton and her friends dubbed a be-
grudging Nathan Beausoleil, a first-year 
student of English and Japanese, as “the 
original hipster.”
In skinny jeans and Keds, he disputed 
the title and said that one cannot label 
oneself a hipster without contradicting 
the meaning of the term.
“Only these people call me a hipster,” 
he said, pointing to his friends and roll-
ing his eyes.
When asked how she would describe 
the look, Vanessa Pineda, who works at 
Urban Outfitters on Granville Street, 
said, “I think of someone who is grungy-
looking – someone who wears plaid, 
bomber jackets and leather pants.” 
Not everyone is reluctant to admit to 
their hipster-like tendencies, however.
“I kind of feel like a hipster,” said the-
atre student Kris Novak, sporting a plaid 
flannel shirt from Mintage on Commer-
cial Drive. “I do spend a lot of time on 
Main Street,” he added. 
Novak purchased the well-kept shirt 
with several other items for only $10.  
While Dov Charney, CEO of American 
Apparel, declared last year that hipster 
is over, New York Magazine said it may 
persist. 
“The hipster has been reborn,” the 
magazine said, listing thick-framed lens-
less eyeglasses by Hot Topic and the 
“Hipster” sandal by Nine West as exam-
ples.
Elizabeth Thompson, who works at 
the popular Oak+Fort in Gastown, said 
hipsters often visit her shop. She de-
scribed them as people who “try to be 
different in a artsy way.”
“I think it’s a phase,” said Thompson, 
who offered feather headbands, varied 
tattoos and single-dread hairstyles as 
characteristics of the hipster look. 
“They’re just trying to be different,” she 
added.
Some hipsters are “hardworking writ-
ers, artists or politicos” while the rest 
are “hangers-on,” said New York Maga-
zine. 
“Among hipsters, the skills of hang-
ing-on — trend-spotting, cool-hunting, 
plus handicraft skills — become the he-
roic practice,” the magazine said.
The word is hard to define
but “hipster” culture exists
throughout Vancouver and 
among Langara students  Skinny jeans
 Plaid prints
 Hats
 Bomber jackets
 Flannel shirts 
 Feather headbands
 Tattoos
 Ripped-up band 
t-shirts
 Nice hair, with a single 
dreadlock
 Moustaches
Opinion of Langara students
HIPSTER
must haves
Right: Theatre 
student Kris 
Novak models a 
hipster staple: 
a flannel plaid 
shirt from Mint-
age. Far left: 
Langara student 
Yumi Hagiwara 
wears oxford 
shoes from 
Joe Fresh and 
a homemade 
infinity scarf. 
CARLY WIGNES 
photos
Hipster fashion and style thrives in the city
By ALANNA HARDINGE-ROONEY
S
taying stylish while in school isn’t 
easy, say cash and time-strapped 
Langara students, but with a little 
contemplation and creativity, it is 
possible.
According to a recent New York Times 
article, a growing contingent of students 
are shunning the yoga pants and Ugg 
boots stereotype and investing more 
time, thought and money in their sarto-
rial choices.
“Even five years ago, a lot of my 
friends did just wear sweatpants to 
school, whereas these days most people 
are stepping up their game,” said Louise 
Turner, the girl behind the fashion blog 
Fifth Sparrow and a graphic design stu-
dent at Kwantlen Polytechnic University.
While “it’s not really practical at six in 
the morning to be wearing four-inch 
heels on your one-hour commute,” Turn-
er said students should “at least try to 
look cute.”
But according to Precious Gargantiel, 
a second-year nursing student, staying 
trendy and paying tuition is a challenge.
“My fashion has been sacrificed in the 
past month and a half,” she said. “I can’t 
afford to shop as much.”
Turner said one of the best ways for 
students to stay stylish and on budget is 
to shop at thrift stores, which are brim-
ming with frugal fashion finds. 
Theatre student Kris Novak said he 
rarely splurges on the latest trends, pre-
ferring to scour second-hand stores like 
Mintage on Commercial Drive for cheap 
price tags and special deals.
“The last time I went shopping, I paid 
$15 at a vintage bag sale. I get my jeans 
from Costco and this shirt cost me a dol-
lar,” he said.
Novak said he finds fashion inspira-
tion “all over the place,” from other peo-
ple’s outfits to the characters he plays in 
Studio 58 productions.
“Vancouver has a lot of really fashion-
able people, and if you’re looking for in-
spiration... you can always find [it],” 
Turner said.
Arts and sciences student Moe Solei-
maniriza said he draws his inspiration 
from magazines and from his friends 
who work as models. 
“Usually, I wear colourful clothes. If 
it’s raining, I like to wear black,” he said. 
“It’s important to look good for class.” 
When it comes to student style, Turn-
er said the main thing is “to make it com-
fortable and cute.”
Fortunately, there is no shortage of in-
expensive options, she said.
Carrot pants – high-waisted tapered 
pants, usually made from light fabrics – 
are a great staple piece for women. 
“They look cute and pulled together, 
and you can pair them with a blazer and 
some oxford tie-ups and you’re set,” she 
said.
Oversized sweaters and chunky 
scarves are other great options, and can 
make for “some really interesting silhou-
ettes” when paired with tie-up motorcy-
cle boots or flat riding boots.
For guys, Turner said she likes the 
“thrown together and rugged, but still 
clean” look captured by J. Crew.
Chino pants, desert boots, chambray 
shirts and grandpa cardigans are all 
good choices for fall and winter.
But despite the abundance of afford-
able, fashionable options, some students 
think there are more important things 
than putting together the perfect outfit.
Arts and sciences student Rosa Oncel 
said she usually just picks up whatever 
is on the floor and heads to class.
“I’d rather have sleep,” she said. “It’s 
just college.”
JEN TAM, ALEXANDRA GRANT & 
CARLY WIGNES photos
From top to bottom: Local fashion 
blogger Jen Tam stays warm with 
her faux-fur scarf. 
Mono-chromatic dressing is one way 
to make a fashion statment during 
the winter months.
A cheap and useful tip for students 
is to invest in rubber soles for your 
favourite boots to make them appro-
priate for cold weather. 
One of the season’s hottest trends 
include anorak jackets.
‘It’s important to look good for class’
Even on a small budget most students think it’s important to 
invest in clothing so you can look your best for school
ALANNA HARDINGE-ROONEY photo
Arts and science student Moe Solei-
maniriza said he gets outfit ideas 
from his friends and magazines.
COLLEGE FASHION
How much 
effort are stu-
dents putting 
into their school 
fashion?
KRIS NOVAK
Studio 58 student
“I get my jeans from 
Costco and this shirt 
cost me a dollar.”
COMPILED BY ALANNA HARDINGE-ROONEY
PRECIOUS GARGANTIEL
Nursing student
“My fashion has 
been sacrificed... I 
can’t afford to shop 
as much.”
MOE SOLEIMANIRIZA
Arts and sciences 
student
“It’s important to 
look good for class.”
ALANNA HARDINGE-ROONEY photo
Langara nursing student Precious 
Gargantiel said keeping up with 
trends on a budget is difficult.
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We want to hear 
from you
Did we get a fact wrong?
Tell us.
Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
Problems with something we’ve 
said?
Let us know.
Journalism instructor 
Nicholas Read oversees 
The Voice. Email him at 
nread@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department.
Editorial opinions are 
those of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration.
We welcome letters 
to the editor. All 
letters must be 
signed. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Names may be 
withheld in special 
cases, but your letter 
must include your 
name and phone 
number.
HOW TO REACH US
PHONE
604-323-5396
FAX
604-323-5398
E-MAIL
thevoice@langara.bc.ca
DROP-IN
Room A226
Langara College 
There is a mailbox at 
the entrance to the 
journalism rooms. 
SNAIL MAIL
The Voice
100 West 49th Ave.
Vancouver, B.C.
V5Y 2Z6
WEBSITE
www.langara.bc.ca/voice
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Last week the B.C. minimum wage rose to $9.50. Next May it will be $10.25. 
These increases follow an initial 
increase in May of this year to $8.75. 
They are the first changes made to 
the minimum wage in a decade.
It is shocking 
that the province 
with the highest 
house prices in 
the country and a 
higher than 
average cost of 
living, has had 
the lowest 
minimum wage in 
the country for so 
long.
In comparison 
to other provinces, the self-pro-
claimed “best place on earth”, 
deems its minimum-wage workers, 
young and old, as unworthy of a fair 
hourly wage. That is an appalling 
insult.
The average minimum wage 
across the country is $9.80 which 
leaves B.C. below other provinces 
such as Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, 
and Manitoba who average $10.
B.C.’s Liberal government has put 
its own interests over that of the 
minimum wage earner in the 
province. 
In 2007 the government gave 
approved wage increases of 29 per 
cent for MLAs and 54 per cent for 
the premier.
During the same year, New 
Democratic Party MLA Dawn Black 
announced in the house that her 
community of New Westminster had 
introduced a living wage for city 
workers.
The living wage is defined “as 
enough to keep a family of two work-
ing adults and two children above 
the poverty line,” stated Black. “For 
New Westminster, that works out to 
$16.74 an hour,” more than double 
the minimum wage of $8 at the time.
The recent increase, in compari-
son, looks more like a token gesture 
rather than a “living wage” that will 
make a difference to those people 
who need it.
Even with a small increase, 
employers have gotten off easy the 
past ten years and yet some are still 
whining.
That sounds eerily similar to a 
certain Christmas character that 
needed to see the past, present and 
future before his eyes were opened.
According to the Bank of Canada 
inflation calculator, B.C. is still 
below the rate of inflation. After the 
current increase, it should be sitting 
at $10.04. Unfortunately, that does 
not account for the cost of living 
increases.
The government’s minimum-wage 
increases might have been more 
effective if they weren’t delayed for 
so long.
That way, small businesses would 
adjust to the rise of inflation and the 
system wouldn’t be as blindsided as 
it is with the increases made in a 
single year.
Overall the government must put 
the citizens of its province first and 
not themselves when it comes to 
wage increases.
  Likewise, business owners need 
to recognize it is their minimum-
wage workers that allow them to 
take days off during Christmas and 
Thanksgiving and spend weekends 
with their families. 
Employees must be compensated 
for what that luxury is worth.
Wage increase pitifulMake war 
not love for 
our society
Imagine a world without war. A world where fear and persecution didn’t exist, and everyone lived out 
their own ideals, blissful, content, 
and free. Could you imagine it? The 
realm of imagination is the only 
place this utopia could ever exist, as 
world peace is contingent on the 
idea that mankind can unanimously 
agree on things.
A World Peace Forum wil be held 
at Langara this weekend. Organiz-
ers insist that “We are confronted 
with the worst crisis humanity has 
ever faced,” citing wars, environ-
mental threats, changes to working 
standards and capitalism as causes. 
If you distill each factor down to its 
essence, the entire threat can be 
summed up in one word: conflict. 
This of course is nothing new. As 
long as man has been able to 
formulate ideas, insisted that his 
way was the undeniable truth and 
had the passion to stand up for his 
convictions, conflict has always 
ensued.  
Zoologist Konrad Lorenz says that 
there is an innate “fighting instinct 
in beast and man which is directed 
against members 
of the same 
species.” Others, 
such as animal 
behaviourist John 
Paul Scott, say 
that “fighting 
behavior among 
higher mammals, 
including man, 
originates in 
external stimula-
tion.”  
I say, not only are we humans 
hardwired for conflict, we thrive on 
it. We even fabricate it for entertain-
ment. It’s the main element of a 
good story on TV and in movies. It is 
the driving force behind competitive 
sports, a man-made venue of strife. 
Would society even want it any 
other way?
I don’t want a world where you 
and I agree on everything.  I don’t 
want a world absent of contrasting 
thoughts, ideas, and inspirations. 
You may think only the most 
extreme of disagreements leads to 
violence, but I say the smallest clash 
of wills can lead to war. Men have 
killed over hamburgers. 
World peace is a noble pipe 
dream, but a better world isn’t. 
Instead of people striving for an 
impossible goal, let’s instead find a 
solution that doesn’t compromise 
our personal ideals.
Internet ruins political reps
Welcome to the Date Matrix.It’s a blog entry in which NPA Vancouver city council 
candidate, Jason Lamarche, rated 
women he knew out of ten in areas 
like creativity, professionalism and, 
controversially, her skills in the 
bedroom.
Lamarche created the matrix in 
his blog, The Business Student, 
while studying commerce at 
Langara College in 2007.
Since discovery of the blog entry 
last week, Lamarche has not only 
provided political ammo for his 
competition, but a loud warning bell 
for future professionals: what you 
write online lasts forever, duh.
As a woman I’m not mad that the 
former college boy rated women 
sexually; men do it all of the time in 
the privacy of locker rooms. The 
issue is where he chose to do it.
People are constantly warned 
about the eternity of the web. And 
Lamarche isn’t (only) a person; he’s 
a politician.
Former Democratic New York 
congressman, Anthony Weiner, blew 
his political career after he sent a 
picture of his crotch to a young 
woman over Twitter early this year. 
In what became known as 
“Weiner-Gate,” Weiner, a married 
man, first denied the crotch shot as 
his, but as more 
evidence came 
forward, he 
confessed.
Across the 
pond, UK politi-
cian Stuart 
MacLennan, was 
fired from 
Britain’s Labour 
Party after his 
careless tweeting.
A tweet he 
posted about fair 
trade drew the most attention: “God 
this fairtrade, organic banana s***, 
Can I have a slave-grown, chemically 
enhanced, genetically modified one 
please?”
Vancouver city councillor, Andrea 
Reimer of Vision Vancouver, also got 
in hot water over her tweet address-
ing the B.C. housing minister, Rich 
Coleman’s, weight.
“Thinking about introducing a 
motion requiring police to pick up 
Minister Coleman next time in 
Vancouver and dropping him off at 
Jenny Craig.”
The tweet came after Reimer 
disagreed with proposed legislation 
for the 2010 Winter Olympics that 
allowed police to forcibly move 
homeless people into shelters 
during bad weather.
As for Lamarche, we may only 
know the consequences after the 
municipal election Nov. 19.
His party leader, Suzanne Anton, 
defended him to the press. But 
Lamarche later apologized for the 
comments and even fingered Vision 
Vancouver for launching a smear 
campaign against him.
And if you’re dying to check out 
his blog, don’t bother. Since the 
news broke you can only view The 
Business Student blog through 
invitation. But as we all know, the 
Internet is forever and you can still 
find the blog’s contents with a quick 
Google search.
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Falcons fathom fall film fare
Students rate current 
cinema offerings out of five 
‘Falcons’
JACQUI DOWNS
Biology student
Crazy, Stupid, Love
“It’s really cute and has a funny twist 
at the end.”
Drive
“Soundtrack is awesome; it’s really 
dark and scary and doesn’t have a happy 
ending. A lot of scenes that are visually 
shocking.” 
DANNY NGO
Computer science student
Paranormal Activity 3
“You have to see one and two to enjoy 
and get it.”
In Time
“I had high hopes, but generic, it’s like 
every other action movie.” 
AMY ZHAO
Library tech student
Crazy, Stupid, Love
“Quite a fun movie, I like it. The story is 
very dramatic and it has a happy ending.” 
The Help
“Great movie. I didn’t understand that 
part of history.” 
SAMANTHA GAVRILKO
Math transfer student
Paranormal Activity 3
“Scary until the end. The last 10 min-
utes are lame.” 
Johnny English Reborn
“It was funny, I enjoyed it. I love that 
[Mr.] Bean guy!” 
JESSICA BRAWN
Transfer student
Paranormal Activity 3
“Had its scary moments.” 
Johnny English Reborn
“My boyfriend made me watch it. It 
was funny but not really my type.” 
YOSOPH ISSA
General sciences student
Drive
“Cinematic, not much dialogue. Ryan 
Gosling hardly talks.” 
50/50
“It’s funny with some serious parts and 
Seth Rogen and Joseph Gordon-Levitt 
are amazing together.” 
KRIS NOVAK
Theatre student
50/50
“Seth Rogen, but with heart.” 
Drive
“For a movie called Drive, not enough 
driving.”
TIAGO LOURENCO
Human kinetics student
50/50
“Had some sad moments, but a lot of 
comic relief.” 
Crazy, Stupid, Love
“I like how it shows different aspects of 
relationships.” 
COMPILED BY MARTIN WISSMATH
By EMMA CRAWFORD
C
hartered accountants are cre-
ative, exciting and dynamic – 
anything but dull, bookish num-
ber-crunchers. 
The Canadian Institute of Chartered 
Accountants is hoping to smash that 
stubborn stereotype with a film con-
test, asking students to show what an 
accounting career would mean to 
them.
“They are aiming their message at 
young, intelligent people they want to 
attract into the profession,” said Aziz 
Rajwani, a CA and instructor in Langa-
ra College’s management department.
“They are trying to attract the cream 
of the crop.”
Rajwani said the contest is an at-
tempt to break the image of accoun-
tants being dull and having poor social 
skills, and that the CICA is targeting 
aspiring professionals who are well-
rounded rather than just studious.
The theme of the contest is “A 
Glimpse Into Your Future.” The final-
ists’ entries will be posted on YouTube.
The CICA is looking for creative and 
original films under two-and-a-half 
minutes that incorporate the profes-
sion’s values, expressed on the website 
www.becomeaca.ca as “exceptional 
standards” for “analytical and investi-
gative” skills.   
 “Accounting jobs are always in high 
demand,” said Malcolm Weed, a fourth-
year commerce student who is major-
ing in accounting. 
He is considering pursuing the CA 
designation. “It’s really safe and in the 
long run it pays really well.”
Weed said he may be interested in 
participating. He said he agrees it is 
important the films be light-hearted to 
challenge the perception that accoun-
tants are boring, and the contest must 
be an attempt by the CICA to try to ap-
pear a little more “loose.”
“You would have to make it enter-
taining,” said Weed. “You have to add a 
little comedy to it.” 
CA is one of three accounting desig-
nations in Canada, with Certified Man-
agement Accountants and Certified 
General Accountants being alterna-
tives.
The deadline for submissions is Nov. 
30 at noon and the prize will be $2,500. 
Finalists will be announced on Dec. 16 
and the winner, who will be deter-
mined by the highest number of “likes,” 
will be revealed on Jan. 23, 2012. 
Interested students can go to the 
website for details, or check out 
www.langaraaccountingclub.com.
Accountants a bore no more
Film contest to let accounting students show off creativity
MORNA CASSIDY photos
The Students’ Union Building hosts dancers, traditional ethnic fashion shows, and merchants on Nov. 8, 2011.
Multicultural celebration in SUB showcases Langara’s diversity
Editor ANNE WAtSoNsportsthE VoicE, thUrSdAY, NoVEmbEr 10, 20118
Falcons look ahead to new 
season, hopeful for nationals
The mens basketball team has battled more injuries than expected, 
but aims to compete in the provincial and national championships
The womens basketball 
team is ready for the up-
coming season in spite of 
injuries and illness
Photo courtesy of GROUSE MOUNTAIN
A skiier takes in the view from Grouse Mountain.
By CARLY WIGNES
Despite a narrow defeat last Friday, the Langara women’s basketball team is confident heading into the 
season-openers this weekend on Van-
couver Island.
The Falcons were thirteen points be-
hind the University of Northern British 
Columbia Timberwolves when the 
buzzer ended the final game of the 
women’s pre-season play, but Coach 
Mike Evans did not dismay.
“I thought we competed really well,” 
said Evans. “They’re a very good team 
and we just came up short.”
The team’s 11 players are stretched 
thin; one player sat out the game to 
nurse an injury, one was pressed with 
homework deadlines and another was 
sick.
Starting forward Carling Muir said 
she was low on energy during the game 
because she has been battling the flu 
for several days. 
Setbacks aside, however, Muir is de-
termined to start the season strong.
“It’s going to be a challenge, but 
we’re up for it,” she said. “It will come 
down to who wants it more.”
Both Evans and Muir said Vancou-
ver Island University is the team to 
beat this year.
Evans said this week’s practices 
have been organized to prepare the 
team specifically for games against 
VIU and Camosun College, two teams 
the Falcons have not yet played this 
season.
Muir said her team will need to focus 
on rebounding and defense in the lead 
up to the games this weekend.
Denise Busayong, who plays guard, 
agreed, adding that she will personally 
be working on being more aggressive 
and getting the ball out on the wing.
“They’re going to be tough,” said Bu-
sayong of VIU. “They’re so much big-
ger than us.”
The game at VIU is at 6 p.m. on Fri-
day, Nov. 11 and the game at Camosun 
is on Saturday, Nov. 12 at 1 p.m. Langa-
ra students who will be on Vancouver 
Island for the long weekend are en-
couraged to cheer their Falcons to suc-
cess. 
By DANIEL PALMER
T
he men’s basketball team may be 
down four guards but are feeling 
confident going into their first 
regular season games this week-
end on Vancouver Island.
The Falcons concluded exhibition 
play last weekend with a win against 
the University of Northern British Co-
lumbia Timberwolves on Friday (85-74) 
and a loss to the more mature and sea-
soned Seattle Mountaineers on Satur-
day (102-88).
“We just had a bad stretch there in 
the second quarter, I think. And then 
you just use so much energy fighting 
back from 20-plus down,” said head 
coach Jake McCallum in reference to 
Saturday’s loss.
There were notable performances 
from forward Jitinder Lochan and 
guard Gurjote Jhaj, who put down 25 
and 24 points respectively, but it was 
guard Jeff Chu who rallied hard to 
bring the Falcons within six in the 
fourth quarter against the Mountain-
eers.
Falcons fan and Langara student 
Kayla McCreery, 21, said Seattle was 
simply too difficult to overcome physi-
cally.
“They’re a paid men’s team, so obvi-
ously they were going to be tough,” 
said McCreery, adding that the Falcons 
made a good effort in the second half of 
Saturday’s game.
McCallum is looking forward to the 
start of the regular season but said the 
Falcons have sustained more injuries 
than expected in exhibition games.
“I’d like to focus on getting healthy, 
but that’s out of my hands. A few of my 
guys have rested all weekend, so that 
will do a lot of good for the ankles,” he 
said.
The Falcons face Vancouver Island 
University and Camosun College this 
weekend with VIU being the stronger 
opponent, said McCallum.
“We haven’t had all fourteen (play-
ers) healthy yet this year, so I have an 
idea of where I think we should end up 
being, but you can’t always guarantee 
you’re going to get there.”
McCallum said his goal for the sea-
son is no less than making national 
championships.
“I’d like to be definitely top three, it 
would be nice to be top two and get a 
first-round by at provincials. And then 
once you’re into provincials, you win a 
couple of games and you’re in national 
championships.”
DANIEL PALMER photos
Clockwise from top: Saturday Nov. 5 Daniel 
Hobden (left) and Jeff Chu defend against 
a Seattle Mountaineer; Daniel Hobden at-
tempts to block a shot; Guard Brody Greig 
leaps for the ball as he’s surrounded by the 
opposition; Brody Greig moves the ball past 
a Seattle Mountaineer. The Falcons ended 
up losing 102-88 after beating the University 
of Northern B.C. Timberwolves 85-74 Friday.
Team still 
upbeat 
despite 
setbacks
Early bird specials allow students to take advantage of snowfall
By JEN ST. DENIS
Students can save hundreds of dol-lars at local ski hills if they plan ahead and keep their eyes open 
for deals.
Whistler Blackcomb is offering a stu-
dent seasons pass for $419 if they buy 
the pass before Nov. 14. After that the 
price jumps to $619. 
“They can ride the entire season 
with the exception of Dec. 27 to 30,” 
said Peter Lonergan, communications 
coordinator for Whistler Blackcomb. 
Whistler Blackcomb’s season starts 
Thursday Nov. 24.
The early bird deadline has already 
come and gone at Mount Seymour, but 
students can still pick up season passes 
for $579.
“We are going to have a student 
night, which will have discounted lift 
tickets,” said marketing manager Julie 
Mulligan. The student nights will start 
in January and continue weekly for 10 
weeks. 
Mount Seymour also offers discount-
ed lift tickets. Students can pay $41 for 
lift tickets, compared to the $46 adult 
price. Mount Seymour is scheduled to 
open on Nov. 25, depending on snow 
levels.
Grouse Mountain does not have a 
student rate, but $350 will buy you a 
pass that lets you ski one night a week. 
Pass holders can choose which night 
they want to ski. 
“That tends to be one of the more 
popular ones [with students] because 
everyone’s busy with school,” said Sar-
ah Lusk, public relations manager at 
Grouse. The ski hill will open in late 
November.
Cypress Mountain does not offer stu-
dent pricing on passes or lift tickets, 
but according to their website, they 
have a night skiing pass. For $335, pass 
holders can ski any night of the week. 
Cypress opened on Nov. 8.
If you don’t ski or ride, you can still 
head up to the mountains for some fun 
in the snow. All of the resorts offer 
combinations of other winter activities 
like skating, snowshoeing, tobogganing 
and tubing, and cross-country skiing.  
Purchasing lift tickets 
and passes doesn’t have to 
mean an empty wallet
